
Pineapple Tree? 
Western Red Cedar –       
Thuja plicata 
 
The foliage of this giant tree is very 
aromatic and smells of pineapples 
when squeezed.  Try it! 
This tree is not normally allowed to 
grow to its full maturity, as the timber 
is valued and farmed to produce 

timber for 
commercial uses. 

Fir Needle Carpet  
Western Hemlock –   
Tsuga heterophylla  
 
This group of tall trees form a 
completely covered canopy, devoid of 
ground vegetation.  It creates a 
different sort of habitat for small 
creatures underneath, and up in the 
tree-tops there is a Heronry. 

Walk under the 
trees and feel the 
springy, spongy 
layer of old fir 
needles. 

 

Funniest Tree 
Monkey Puzzle –         
Araucaria araucana 
 
A native of the Lower Andes in Chile 
and Argentina, the Monkey puzzle has 
seeds that can be eaten like pine nuts. 
The tree naturally loses its lower 
branches, leaving the distinctive 
knobbly trunk. So….  How would a 

monkey climb a 
Monkey puzzle 
tree? 
 

Wiggliest Tree 
Camperdown Elm –  
Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’ 
 
Discovered in the late 1830s 
growing in the forest of Camperdown 
House, (now a public park in 
Dundee). 
The tree has a mushroom shaped 
top with contorted branches below.  

Stand 
underneath to 
see its twisted, 
wiggly branches. 
 
 

 Baby Giant 

Giant Redwood – Sequoiadendron 

giganteum 
 
Introduced into the UK in 1853, these 
trees can live for 3000 years.  They 
can have branches up to 8ft thick and 
grow up to 300ft in height.   
Giant Redwood trees are totally wind 
resistant and resist lightning strike by 
having fire resistant bark.  This is 
probably an evolutionary development 
as they are native to California where 
there are lots of forest fires. If you 
press the bark it feels spongy – this is 
the fire protection.    

 

 

 

 
 

Oldest Trees  
in the Garden 
Common Lime –  
Tilia x europaea 
 
These Lime Trees are the last 
surviving remnants of a grand row of 
trees marking Lord Macdonald’s 
Drive, leading from the gatehouse up 
to the castle. 
They were planted in the 1820s, and 
along with some of the Silver Firs are 
the oldest trees still standing in the 
garden. 
The trees have sent up many shoots 
over the years. You can creep inside 
and explore the secret space they 
have made. 

Climbing Tree 
Lawson Cypress – 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 
 
This old cypress is a survivor.  At 
some time it has fallen or been cut 
down but it has rejuvenated itself by 
shooting up again from fallen 
branches and shoots.  It has made a 
perfect climbing tree. 

Have fun climbing 
but be careful, if 
the tree is damp, 
as can be slippery. 
 
 

Snake or Tree? 
Snake Bark Maple –      
Père David’s Maple 
 
This tree is famed for its lovely 
autumnal colour as well as its 
unusual green bark which develops 
serpentine white streaks.  This tree 
is native to China. 
                               Watch out!       

Are the snake-
branches 
moving? 

Tallest Trees  
in the Garden 
Silver Fir –  
Abies alba 
 
There are several of these magnificent 
trees in the garden.  One example of 
these Silver Firs growing on the estate 
is a Champion Tree of Great Britain, 
for its girth and height.  They can grow 
up to 200ft in height and are very long 
lived.   
Many Silver Fir were planted around 
the edges of the site to make a 
shelter-belt to protect the more 
delicate plants from the prevailing 
South Westerly wind.  
This tree was planted in 1820 and you 
can see its sister tree, ‘Big Bertha’, at 
the corner of the main path and the 
path up to the museum.  
Unfortunately, she is lying on her side. 
She was blown down in the big storm 
of 2005.  Look for her on your right, as 
you leave the gardens. 

 

Oldest Type of Tree 
Maidenhair Tree –  
Ginkgo Biloba 
 
Probably the longest surviving 
species in the world.  Some fossils 
of this tree date back 270 million 
years.  It is a native of China with fan 
shaped leaves.  Some trees are 

thought to be up 
to 2500 years old. 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Armadale Castle Gardens –Tree Trail for Families 
Can you find the ten special trees on the back of this sheet hiding around                                  
Armadale Castle Gardens? 

We have marked the ten places you can find them on the map below.                                               
You just need to work out which one goes where.                                                                                           
(Ask at the shop if you want to record your answers on a tree-list.) 

Look, smell, feel, touch, and explore these special trees                                                                                      
as you enjoy a walk around the gardens.  

 

 

Look for the labels 
 
We based our Tree Trail signs on some old tree labels 
found in the gardens (right). They are dated 1878 and 
you can still read the writing on some of them – even 
though they are over 140 years old! We’ve put them on 
display in the museum so you can have a look.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                  

 


